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September 21,2020
Dear, Thomas Bach, President of the IOC
Honorable President,

We leamed through the media a few days ago that Mr. James Macl_eod, the Director of Olympic Solidarity and
NOC Relations has sent a letter to the Korea Sport and Olympic Commmittee (KSOC) dated of Sept. 9, 2020, It
expressed the I0C's concern about the reformation of sports entity currently discussed in Korea. In this regard,
our NGOs would like to inform you the situation in Korea and facts in response to this letter, and hope you are not
misled.

First it is not a separation, but an independency, rather. We believe the independency is a very important and
necessary measure for the protection and promotion of human rights in athletes as well as Korean young
generation. It has been already recommended by the Sports Innovation Committee of the Korea, whichwas a
publicprivate partnership to promote Korean sports innovation formed by the government. Currently the
government is implementing it as part of the cornmittee’s recommendation.

Second, the recommendation of independency is due to the facts of negligence and inability to perform the given
duties that the NOC of Korea should have, The Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism is also holding the KSOC
responsible through audits. At least the last two years, the sexual assaults (in case of former Olympic Gold
medalist, media exposed in Jan. 2019) and a suicide (in case of a young triathlete in June, 2020) should have been
prevented. We estimate these are the only a few of many incidences. We believe if the current organizational
structure is maintained, similar tragic cases will continue to occur.

Third, there is a strong doubt that the current president of KSOC would take advantage of his status as an I0C
member for the re-election of KSOC occuming in early next year. We understand that the government authorities
concemn about the fair elections,

Fourth, currently KSOC exists as a single organization in Korea, In many cases, by pointing a finger to the violation
of independence guaranteed by the IOC Charter, KSOC refuses to cooperate or follow the government’s efforts to
protect sports human rights and sports reform. NOC of Kerea should make an active effort to guarantee sports
human rights in terms of the implementation of the Olympic spirit. It has been expected that KSOC carries out his
duty both government's direction and the Olympic spirit and moverment, We strongly believe that two entities wil
create a better sports environment in Korea.

Since recognition in 1947, NOC of Korea has consistently cooperated with the I0C and continues to spread the
Olympic moverment. We are well aware of the role and effect the I0C has brought to Korean sports. Many citizens
expect the govermment’s action to contribute to the promotion of human rights in Korean sports. We hope that
the independent KOC will be able to do more effective and valuable activities for the Koreans and all athletes,

We appreciate the interest and hard work of the IOC, and we will continue to inform you of the progress and the
development of Korean sports.

Sincerelyyours,
cc.

President
Korean Sport and Olympic Committee

Participating organizations,

Activists group for Human Rights BARAM'

Civic Network for Justice in Sport

Cuttural Action

Humanrightsport

Korea Physical Education Teachers Group

Korean House for International Solidarity

Sports & Human Rights Institute

The Collaborative Contingent Committee for the Close Examination of the Late Triathlon Athlete Incident and

Sport Reform
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